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buffalo is called Gauda-Kona or husband-buffalo, and,
according to the traditional story, represents the Out-
caste husband who pretended to be a Brahman and
married the Brahman girl, now worshipped as Uramma.
A fresh buffalo is always dedicated immediately after
the festival, lest the goddess should be left a widow.
When it arrives at the pandal, it is laid on its side upon
the ground and its head is cut off by one of the Madigas
with the sacrificial chopper. Its neck is placed over a
small pit, which has been dug to receive the ^ blood, and
the entrails are taken out and placed in the pit with the
blood. The right leg is then cut off below the knee and
put cross-wise in the mouth, some fat from the entrails
is placed on the forehead and a small earthenware lamp,
about as large as a man's two hands, with a wick as
thick as his thumb, is placed on the fat and kept there
lighted, till the festival is over. Some of the blood and
entrails are then mixed with some boiled rice and placed
in a new basket, which a Madiga, stripped naked, places
on his head and takes round the boundary of the village
fields, accompanied by a washerman carrying a torch,
and followed by a few of the villagers. He sprinkles
the rice, blood, and entrails all round the boundary.
The greatest care is taken to see that none of the blood
from the pit in front of the pandal, where the buffalo
was killed, is taken away by any one from another
village, as they believe that in that case all the benefits
of the sacrifice would be transferred to the other village.
In former days men who stealthily took p.way the blood
were chased and murdered. As this cannot be done
under British rule, a strict patrol is kept all round the
place where the blood lies, and no one from any other
village is allowed to loiter near the spot
Nestday, Wednesday, about four p.m., villagers, who
have made vows, bring sheep for sacrifice and offerings
of boiled rice, fruits, cocoanuts, etc., with incense and
camphor. I was told that fowls were not offered to
Uramma. After the sheep has been killed, the head
is cut off and water is poured on the nose; if the
mouth opens, it is regarded as a good omen. The